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GREEN POND SETTLEMENT HISTORY

Life for the early settlers of Green Pond was noy @asthey came to a beautiful
range of land that was untamed. The land was full gb d&mods containing panthers,
bears and wolves. The swamplands were filled witlmyralligators and a variety of
snakes.

The Indians had an old Indian Trail running through the regiad it was along
here that many of the pioneers homesteaded. Thergraasg land for cattle and the
land was suitable for their gardens to provide the vegettdyléseir families.

Many bonds and friendships were formed as the famile&ed, worshipped and
socialized together. The sunsets were a beauty todbahohe end of a long hard day.
The adults rocked on their porches, fanning with thekewrtail fans as the children
chased lightning bugs and played hide and seek. Many a talegamil has come from
the Green Pond area and passed along on the old-timecsiego Their faith in God

helped them to endure the many hardships.

Jim Williams, son of A.T. Williams. He was about
four when his family came to Green Pond.



It was to this area in about the year 1873 that Abrahayfor Williams brought
his wife, Pencheeta Handcock Williams and their younglyaai four children. They
would later have an additional five children born at Greend. Uncle Abe, as he soon
came to be called, gave the settlement the name einGtend because it reminded him
so much of where he was born and reared in Green Paigtdd County, South

Carolina.

Post Office at Uncle
“Mart” Wiggins’ home.
(Williams’ Girls) —
Aunt Fannie Wiggins,
Aunt Jane Judy, and

Aunt Ella Pearce.

Other families soon came and of course, one of tisé riecessities was a post
office to keep from having to make the long all-day topAuburndale (by horse and
buggy) to get the mail. The first post office wasabkshed in the home of Uncle Abe
Williams, May 18, 1887, and the postmistress was his daydgbaeitine. Later the post
office was changed to Eva, July 19, 1914, and Uncle Abe’sgest daughter Fannie,
who married Martin Wiggins, held it in her home for mamewars. The post office was in



several homes, including one held under the stairwelWlvaiter W. Bridges. It was
moved back to Auburndale in 1912, and moved again in 1935, thisdifGeotveland.
Currently mail comes from the Polk City Post Office.

The price of State Lands in 1881 was
$1.25 per acre. Swamp lands of forty
acres would sell for $1.00 per acre. For
more than forty and not exceeding
eighty acres, one could purchase land

for $0.90 an acre.

In 1879 the Hart’'s infant died and so the community cempet@s established.
The second person to be buried was also a child. Twooygdreter Edward Williams
died of diptheria on December 15, 1879. He was the soremdheeta and Abraham
Williams.

In the early days there were a few undertakers. &h ezttlement someone
always took over the job. Uncle Able was the undertéikethe Green Pond Settlement.
This was done at his home. The coffins were built négioards, about 3 feet wide and
6 feet long, unless the person was very tall. These maedd were dried and cured.
The coffins were padded and lined, and a pillow was madih e seven girls in his
household, they would cut, make pleats, gather and hemubkn to make the inside as
nice as possible.

Pauline, Pencheeta (their mother), Ella, Jane, Fannie
Williams. They made linings for coffins.



Early settlers gave much time and consideration to tireghbors. There was a
cohesive attraction which pulled families together tbe common good of the
community and each other.

Wood Cutting was a busy, productive day in which men of the community
gathered by daybreak and took to the woods. There thestesleut down and sawed
up a wagon load of pine blocks. These were hauled lanesplit to the proper size,
stacked for drying in the sun, to be ready for wood stewigich were used for cooking in
those days.

The ladies gathered to cook and prepare dinner for the youngn and the
children had a great day playing together. Often on thegg tfze ladies would have
Quilting Bees In a day the quilting would be finished, the wood o stacked in the
woodshed (by the children) and everyone had a good day.

Fodder Pulling was much the same scenario. Fodder, the dried ceages|of
field corn, was used to feed the horses and cattle vekseaere stripped from the corn
stalk, tied together and wedged between the ears of dryingaod the stalk, to spend the
day drying and curing in the sun. Late in the afternoenhibrses were hitched to the
wagon and the fodder gathered from the fields. Then thenenloading and stacking in
the barn. This job frequently was not finished urdtelinto the night, but everyone
stayed until the job was done.

Sweet Potato Diggingwas always fun. The digger, with a long toothed rake,
would dig into the beds, exposing potatoes to the picker-upfptato “banks”, usually
built in the potato patch, were made by scooping out a rouadea, 4 to 5 feet in
diameter, and lined well with pine needles. Potatoes wicked to capacity and again
covered with pine needles. Then the needles wereadwath soil. This protected the
potatoes from the rain, sun, and foraging animalssmall hole in the side for slipping
potatoes out one by one was carefully covered agaih enventually the “bank” was
depleted and the farmers moved to another “bank”.

Cane Grinding or Syrup Making was done in the fall before the first frost. The
cane was run through the rollers that crushes theasatieey turned by having a horse or
mule pulling the sweep. The sweep was a pine tree thabden selected to be straight



with a curve at the top. The curved end was fasteméaktcollar or yoke of the horse or
mule. As he walked in circles around the mill, thigers turned and crushed the cane.

The juice ran down a trough into a barrel which had aapuséck over the top to
strain the juice. Tin cups were used to drink the jui€&e juice was poured into a big
iron kettle, set in a brick or clay furnace built end shed with a steeple roof. This was
built in the yard with a fire in the furnace to keep thtl&eat an even boil. This took a
lot of stirring, and as the foam came to the top,aswo be skimmed off. The pan used
was about 12 inches square or round, and a nail used to nfake & the pan so the
juice would run through and the foam dipped off.

Then the juice cooked to the thickness of syrup and itthes dipped up, put in
barrels, gallon jugs or bottles. This was stored forwier months to have on hot
biscuits or pancakes.

Frequently, the last batch of cane juice was cookedndmnaffy for Candy
Pulling. The syrup was boiled to a thickness until a drop wopid a thread, then
poured into a buttered pan. When it cooled enough to hamdiepeople buttered their
hands, and facing each other with a mass of warm affieir hands, literally pulled
candy back and forth from the hands of one participaantther. This continued until
enough oxygen was added to produce a light, golden colored taffyas then placed on
a platter, left to harden and then broken into bitedsizieces. Occasionally, peanuts
were added at the last to make peanut brittle.

Commercial Fertilizer as we know it today, was almost unheard of in the early
days of Green Pond. Much of the nutrients for growingsmas provided by the horses
and cows. Barns were built with stables for the argraald these were kept filled with
plenty of pine needles. As the needles decayed andouergp by hoofs, fresh needles
were brought in and the process repeated.

By early spring the stalls had several inches of thestfifertilizer. This was
shoveled onto the wagon and driven to the field wheveag spread down rows which
were ready for planting.

Also, in the winter, there waGow Penning for fertilizer. A large area was
fenced off (an acre or two at a time) and the motb&rs and calves were herded into the
pen for the night. Shortly after daybreak, the cows@alves were roused and separated



for the day. The cows were pastured in one area @&datkes in another so that come
late afternoon, the cows would return to the pen and thdies. After a night together,
the process was repeated. This resulted in richaodgring planting.

Cattle Drives were exciting!! Water, in what was called the flatods, just a
short distance west of Green Pond, was deficient mesof the essential elements, as
well as an insufficiency of some nutrients in thesgraCattle left on these pastures year
round frequently became sick and often died. Howeverugssin the hills, (that area
east of Highway 33) supplied the needed minerals and kepatie healthy year round.

Early in the springtime the cows and calves were roundechdmiaven to the
hills. Then in the fall, the men on their horses woulddthe cows, often with young
calves, back to the flat woods.

Long before the procession was in sight you could hearptipping of cow
whips, dogs barking and men calling out to the cows totegther. Oh, it was exciting
to see new calves beside their mothers who were rouiadldom an abundance of
highly nutritious grass and excellent water.

Green Pond was not without its shardrafedy. However, its people responded
as one where help and comfort were needed. One faostyelerything when their
home caught fire and burned. By evening, the community ¢agether and brought of
their own belongings; beds, chairs, a table, cooking usemBshes, linens and clothing
for the entire family, plus a goodly supply of food. eyhset up housekeeping for the
burned-out victims in the garage which had escaped the fire.

The men of the community caypress treesand sawed them into blocks. These
were split into thin shingles and then hand drawn to be asedofing shingles for the
new home. The burned-out family soon had a new home.

In time of prolongedliness when doctors and hospitals were almost unheard of,
men and women of the community took turns sitting througtee night with the family
and assisting with care of the sick, as well as chofrése farm.

But Green Pond also had its social life. One of théliggts was the bidrish
Fry and Swamp Cabbage Dinnerat Pony Creek. Everyone — men, women and children
fished. In those days, there was plenty of wateswiitly running Pony Creek and

warmouth perch, bream and bass were plentiful.



Fish were cleaned while the men cut and peeled swamp cabbagemenu of
grits, hushpuppies, fried fish and swamp cabbage always broughthe entire
community for a day of good food and fellowship.

Peanut Boilingswere popular in late August and early September. Everyone
raised hogs to supply bacon, smoked hams and sausage fgathand peanuts were
used for fattening feed. Young people of the community woulthegaSaturday
afternoon to dig and wash peanuts for boiling that evening.

The younger set enjoyed having tBex Supper Special The young ladies
cooked, baked, and made the meal, boxed it and wrapped tlees logift. At the party,
the boxes would be numbered. The young men would drawnderuand he had the
company of the young lady who had prepared the box. diidvét get his favorite lady,
he would try to trade with the lucky man who had hig/ladhey would then couple off
to enjoy the goodies in the box.

After supper there would bgguare-dancing Someone would play the fiddle
and others would beat the strings. This was done wit lthin reeds on the neck of the
fiddle. Bob Lanier was known for his fiddling and Aunt EWilliams, Dave Pearce’s
wife, was the best string beater in the settlemefhe socials were usually held in
someone’s home or at the schoolhouse.

Everyone came to the parties, grandma and grandpa, dadaancha, teenagers,
children and babies. After outdoor games (Drop the HandiefyShoo-Fly Baby, etc.)
by the light of a full moon and a big bonfire, the peanotdled in the family’s black cast
iron wash pot, were thoroughly enjoyed by all the partygoers.

The church was setting foSunday afternoon get-togethers for singing Green
Pond was blessed with some very fine voices and folksliked to sing. Those who
didn’t sing patted their foot, swayed to the music, waithoccasional “Amen” from the
pews.

Shaped notes, the true product and prodigy of the Soutle, pegaular in those
days and Green Pond was blessed with a fine musiciane Wast Wiggins, who taught
and directed choral singing for the church and commuikityeryone learned the various
shapes of the diatonic scale, the do, re, me, fa, so'ssimging was an art as well as a
pleasure for folks in those days.



The first school was held in the church and as the lemeat grew to fifteen, a
school was built. Front row from left: Annie Lou Rwots, Martha Roberts, Sam
Roberts, George Roberts, Henry Roberts, Liza RgbEddie Williams, Nellie Lanier,
Albert Lanier, Ellis Bridges. Second row: Teachdt,Student — Martha Williams, Ed
Bridges, last person — Vilette Roberts. Top row: BriRoberts, % student — Fannie
Williams, Will Roberts?, John Roberts?



School Located on Poyner Road

Bottom Row (L — R) Middle Row (L — R) Top Row (L—-R)

Phelson Blair Alton Roberts Cleveland Kirkland

? Tidwell Quinton Roberts Addie Combee

Thelma Judy Reba Lou Tidwell Herbert Meeks

Edna Wester Ethel Roberts Jeanette Rivers (TBache
Edna Roberts Jewell Tidwell Charlie Black

Alma Kirkland A.T. Wiggins Agnes Wester

Myrtle Judy Robert Judy

Lesley Judy

Ellis Judy

** Thank you Uncle Robert for remembering every one of ydassimates!

Teacher, Pauline Lovell
boarded with Aunt Pauline
and Uncle Ed Meeks.
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Land that was given to the church was for church magldburial purposes and a
school. Early deeds were recorded and given as follows:

December 18, 188®ne acre was deeded for the Methodist Episcopal Church by
Leroy F. Smith and his wife, Martha A. Smith for lolilg and burial purposes.

June 27, 1887Stephen T. Hancock and wife, Jane Hancock gave one aok%s a
to Methodist for church, burial and school.

May 30, 1896George M. Ritter and wife, Lula Ritter gave one @or&oard of
Public Instruction.

November 20, 190R.W. Hammond and his wife, Nora Hammond gave one acre
more or less to Missionary Baptist Church for building &urial grounds.

September 23, 1919.B. Rushing and wife, Susan Rushing gave land to complete

the ten acres deeded for church, school and cemetery parpos

11



Timber for the church and addition were cut from churdperty.
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The original Green Pond Baptist Church Book is veryilkeagnd beginning to
fade, so we've copied the first page or two for your infation to keep:
This is to certify that we the undersign did witness the organizatitimeoGreen Pond Baptist
Church by Elders J.W.H. Powell and G.A. Bryant — September 21, 1894 a@allendeasure of
recommending them to the fellowship of our Brethren.
Witnesses: E.G. Wilder, Deacon of Bethel Church
J.W. Costine, Clerk of Antioch Church
D.C. Combee, Deacon of Gapway Church
The church at Green Pond having been regularly Baptized upon a profession of turnFai
Jesus Christ, and having been organized once, we now agree to consecrekeesursre than
ever to the privileges of Christians. We whose names are heramumsed do now agree, to
ReCovenant the Green Pond Baptist Church coming together to try asebeshwo keep house
for God by living together in church capacity. To watch over each abhgobd, pray with and
for each other and endeavor to administer discipline for the correcfiaiscord members and
we will endeavor to support some Baptist Minister to preach for ubeaSood Lord may enable

us with all other duties were to be ours. We will do as besbwehe Lord being our help.

Came — Males Females
By Relation - A.T. Williams E.J. Williams
By Relation - R.W. Hammond P.M. Williams
By Letter - H.L. Meeks H.P. Knowles

The following information is what we know about the tbamembers:
A.T. Williams (Abraham Taylor), Born in Green Pondyuth Carolina, and buried at
Green Pond Cemetery, Florida — Named Green Pond Settleme

P.M. Williams (Pencheeta Missouri), Wife of A.T.,dadaughter of Jane and Stephen
Hancock. Pencheeta and A.T. Williams were grandpareiierert Meeks.

E.J. Williams (Eliza Jane), Daughter of Pencheeta afd Aarried Williams B. Judy.

H.P. Knowles (Havilah Pencheeta), Daughter of PenclaaetaA. T., married John Lewis
Knowles, they were parents of Jane Bridges and grandparEhillian Bridges Davis.

H.L. Meeks — We believe this was Henry Littleton whoswilze father of T.E. Meeks.

R.W. Hammond — married to Nora Hammond, they had anadg@ibusiness in Polk and
Lake Counties early 1900’s under the firm name of Hamnmdawufacturing Company.

Charter Members of the ReCovenant of the Green Pond Baptist Chur¢B3hiday of
March in the year of our Lord 1902.
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This is to certify that the undersigned did witness the ReCovenantihg Gireen Pond Baptist
Church after which they extended the Right (hand) of Church Fellowshgrhoother, and we
take pleasure in recommending them to the fellowship of our Brethreain 48, 1902.

R.T. Caddin, Minister of the Gospel

Of The Missionary Baptist Denomination
The Church then called R.T. Caddin to preach for them the balance afsbeiational year
which ends the fourth Sunday in October 1902.

GREEN POND BAPTIST CHURCH
ARTICLES OF FAITH

1. We Believe in one true and Living God, The Father, Son and Holy Sgir#l Eh
ever divine perfection.

2. We Believe the Bible was written by men divinely inspired aagéesfect Treasure
of Heavenly instruction. That it reveals the principles by whict ®ill judge us.
We Believe in a converted and regenerated church membership.

We Believe, that Baptism by Immersion is the only Baptism ddheTestament
and believers are the only ones it should be applied to.

5. We Believe the Lord’s Supper is a Church and not a Kingdom ordinance and none
but believers Baptized are entitled to it.

6. We Believe that the Blessings of Salvation are made free to allepdlomugh the
Gospel. That nothing prevents the Salvation of the Greatest Sinreartbin only
his own voluntary Refusal to Submit to the Lord Jesus Christ

THE PRINCIPLES OF GREEN POND BAPTIST CHURCH

1. The Church is designed to be composed of regenerated persons, who havedorofesse
Faith in Christ and have been baptized (Immersed).

The New Testament the only rule of Faith and Practice.

The entire Separation of Church and State.

Civil and Religious Liberty be granted to all people.

a > w N

Church Government. The Brethren and Sister Rule and Not Preachers.

The Green Pond Baptist Church met and after preaching by Bro. Caddin, tioe, Bas Articles
of Faith, and The Principles of The Baptist, and the Articles ofoidee, was all read and
adopted by the Church.

R.T. Caddin, Pastor
May 25, 1902
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Regular Conferenceswere to be held January, April, July and October gaein or
as circumstances required.

The First Meeting Placefor our early Church was in an d&tush Arbor. This was
located in the woods north of where the present churdhiiy stands.

Serviceswere held on the fourth Sunday of the month during tHeafad winter
months, and held on the second Sunday during the spring mamdesumonths. Many
times they also met on Saturday before the Sundaymgeeti

By November of 1902 The Fellowship of Believers had met at the wateBfgptism
every month since their recovenant. Afterwards they at the church house for
preaching by the Pastor, extended the right hand of fdiipwand went into
conference.

A.T. Williams, John Roberts and J.M. Lanier were @dcto serve as Building
Committee. Our Association had given Bro. Caddin $50.00 to be usedildirg a
Baptist Church House.

The Church was able to give $7.07 for Missions and $36.00 doP&stor’s support
in 1902.

In 1907 the Church wanted an organand J.W. Williams, John Knowles and Jim
Knowles were appointed as a committee to get up conwimtio purchase the
organ.

In the minutes oMay 8, 1920,Brother Roundtree Goodman asked that an arm be
extended to th&choolhouse at Branchborgnd the motion carried.

Up until now, the church had paid the pastor about $5.00 a ramtlat their July
conference of 1920, they voted to pay the pa&t®rO0 a month

August 28, 1920, William B. Judy (Uncle Bill) was unanimousligcted to serve as
deacon and was ordained by the church and served faithfully rag &g his health
permitted.

August 29, 1920, the church was called into conference éopuhpose of selecting a
Sunday School Superintendent Brother William Judy was elected. This is the first
record ofSunday Schoal

In the fall of 1920, thdJnion Meeting (Association Meeting)was held at Green
Pond.

July 4, 1929, theegular meeting day was changedo the third Sunday instead of

the second Sunday with the afternoon service to comenan:00 PM. Like all
good Baptists, at the next conferemisey changed back to the second Sunday
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Walter Mitchell Bridges (Uncle Mitch) was elected terwe asdeaconon May 5,
1935.

Brother G.C. Voyles came and heldiveo week revival September of 1940 and
eleven members were added. Brother Voyles was paid $18.T®doweeks. The
church held two week revival meetings for many years.

November 3, 1946 -The church voted to go Full time with Sunday Schodl(a00

AM and Preaching at 11:00 AM. Brother Lonnie Combee was SuBdagpol

Superintendent at this time and 57 were present in SundeplScBrother Morgan
Hughes was pastor at this time.

Green Pond Baptist Church has always been known foroeerdf music and by
November 17, 1946, we had sav%ll.39 towards purchasing a piano Through
the years, the Church frequently bought new song books.

In 1947, there was interest to learn abBuk.U., so we invited Polk City Baptist to
come out and put on a program. On Marh ®e started.T.U. in our church.

The Building Committee released Brothers Jack Rowlaadnle Combee and Uncle
Ed Meeks in the spring of 1947. It was decided to sell figestas they stand for
$35.00.

An historical event for Green Pond Baptistwas when the church had electric lights
in time for Prayer Meeting oduly 2, 1947 They paid $27.96 for wire to wire the
house and lumber to build a little house for the motor.

The Church was active in mission work, always lendingaad to fellow church
members. The churcloted a tenth of every dollar go to mission work in 1947

By August of 1947, the Church Building Fund had $1,098.99.n December, a
committee was appointed to see about building Sunday Socboms. The Church
voted to go tomonthly conferencesto be held the Wednesday before the first
Sunday of each month.

January 1948 a letter was read about John McGuire Loans that weadable to
help build the Sunday School roomdnanimous vote to apply for the loan

In February 1948 the Church held &oreign Mission Schoolfor six nights with a
different Foreign Missionary every night.

March 7, 1948, missions was put into practice.After going to Sunday School,
Preaching, and Dinner on the Grounds, they went to orgai8zm@ay School at the
Hatcher School House There was Sunday School and Preaching every Sunday
afternoon at 3:00 PM at the Hatcher School House.
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Homecoming of 1948six former pastors were present and took part in thecest
Brother Cooper brought the morning message. Uncle Bily yalve a beef to
barbecue for the dinner on the grounds. This all precedédo week revival
meeting.

In August 19, 1948, a Study Course was held on how to buithdard Sunday
School

December 29, 1948, it was decided to have all-day meeting ana dimtiee grounds
each fifth (%) Sunday. Voted to havedeep wellput down at the church. Approved
giving the pastor 75% of plate collection.

In 1949the Church voted to start taking ug@llection at thenight services but if
the attendance fell off, they would discontinue thecfica. They sold the light plant
for $45.00.

August 31, 1949 — Approved that enowgthnding timber, if necessary, for a truck
load to be carried and sawed for the purposmuddiing Sunday School rooms

In the September conference the Church voted to givth@&rd aylor $25.00 a week
as long the church was able.

February 2, 1950 —Brother Morgan Hughes was the first pastor called for an
indefinite call. The Church or Pastor would give two weeks notice se caf
dissatisfaction on either side.

The Church continued making repairs and fixing up the old @hdouse all during
the 50’s. The building and finishing of the Sunday Schoohs was much of the
focus of business meetings.

August 19, 1951, lumber on the church grounds was to be disposedhef highest
bidder. Les Judy bid $10.00, and Uncle Bill Judy bid $25.00. Motiatera sell
lumber to Uncle Bill.

The Church voted fothird Sunday School Collectionto be put into &uilding
fund. Also, the motion was made to get lumber and nailsnishf Sunday School
rooms in this October meeting of 1952.

January 18, 1953 the motion was made and approved to get sotoefimsh the
Sunday School rooms, and the treasurer to pay when bhevgs finished. An
offering to be taken if there was not enough money Herjob, and if left over, it
would go in the building fund.

Church approved that church property timber be sawed and odedild Sunday
School rooms, April 1953.
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July 1, 1953, the motion was made to buy the materiainishf walls of the two
rooms. Men to plane lumber, to build benches, and thBomwas made to buy
strips for seams in ceiling.

In the early Church House you could look up and see dayhgbugh the cracks.
You would have to move around to keep from getting wet thramed!

Many of you remember those two rooms that were added be.youth were excited
as they were allowed to choose the colors for the radgaint them, and that they
did, sky blue and sunshine yellow. Up to this time everythhag been dark
paneling.

December of 1953 the Church boughtngles to finish the church building

Uncle Jessie Hunt built some much nee@ed Housesfor the church in March of
1954.

July of 1954 a newhelter and dinner tablewas built on the grounds.

It was decided December meeting of 1954 to haveirg each second Sunday
afternoon until further notice.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NEXT 40 YEARS....

September 23, 1962vas theDedication of our New Church. Bro. Ray Kirkland
from Bay Lake preached our Dedication Message. Weimnugd using the old
building for Sunday School, Training Union, and Wedding Recepti

Elsie Combee was Church Clerk at the time and wrotleeirminutes, “The

day was enjoyed by one and all and may God’s Blessingsmesach and

everyone who attends our new church and may all tdot&od’s will and

let Him lead always in everything we do through the comiragseé

In November of 1962, our Church hosted the South Floridaiddaf$sociational
Youth Rally with 200 in attendance

December 1964 we burned the mortgageThe Church was debt free at this time.

May of 1965 there wereno more Out Houses We built abreezeway and
restroomson the back of the church building.

We had ourfirst sound system in 1966when the Church bought an amplifier
microphone.

The Church bought a water cooler and air conditionarshi® two back windows in
1968. Then a few years later, the air conditioner\stylen.

In 1971, Central Air was installed.
New Sunday School Rooms and Fellowship Hall971.

Dedication Service for new Sunday School Rooms anibwsthip Hall, March 12,
1972.

The church voted to tear down tblel church building, so in the summer of 1972, it
was torn down by Herbert Meeks’ family.

Church voted to remodel inside of Church, November 6, 1974.

Parsonage was built 1975-76 Bro. E.L. Kirkland was called full time on the lte
and to occupy the parsonage.

Carpet in the Fellowship Hall, December 10, 1977.
1978, Air Conditioned Fellowship Hall and Sunday School mom

Purchased Piang 1978.
Brick siding was put on the outside of the Church Buildiy8.
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Church presenteiirs. Elsie Combeewith a certificate of faithful service as Church
Clerk, September 6, 1978.

Homecoming 1979, the Church honoid. T.F. O’Steen known as The Walkin’
Preacher’, as he completed his0" year in the ministry. The first Sunday in
January 1934, he became our pastor wityearly salary of $72.00 During the
depression, it was often necessary to walk to keep appentgmand he had three

“Part-Time” Churches, hence the title, “The WalkiiRyeacher”. For four years he
lived 17 miles from his farthest church.

Church voted to increase giving to the Cooperative Progmr8% and 2% to
Associational Missions, 1979. Prospered money was traadfétom checking to
savings account for 8uilding Fund, then put into Certificates of Deposit for
purpose of building a new sanctuary when the Lord leads.

The Church purchaset2 acresadjoining present property, 1979.

Music School held in April 1980.

P.A. System purchased, November 14, 1980.

Utility Shed was built, 1979-80.

1981, anew organwas donated by Ms. Lillian Bridges to the Church in mafdcher
Mother, Mrs. Jane Bridges and in memory of her fathestr#r Mitchell Bridges.

In 1983, the Church increased giving to Missions to 15%.

Purchased th€opy Machine, 1986.

Remodeled Parsonagel986-87.

TheYouth painted the Fellowship Hall and Sunday School rooms, 1988.

In July 1989, Brother Branton was pastor during that tifitee Church voted to build

a new sanctuary We had around $130,000 in our Building Fund. A Building

Committee was selected to secure plans and bids.

April 1990, the Church voted to pay $75 per month to help pay Her new
Associational Office in Lakeland.

May 9, 1990, the Church voted to put the building ofitleev Sanctuary on holdfor
the present time. One cost estimate was for $138,8885hA00 for the furniture.
The Church voted to buy 250 neBaptist Hymnals that were to be published in
1991.
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Brother Leonard Branton read his resignation on Sunday morning, July 22, 1990.

January 2, 1991Brother Marshall Mines of Lakeland agreed to be interim pastor
and served 10 months.

At a special business meeting Brother Jerry Stokes xtasded a call to become full
time pastor. He and his family car@etober 13, 1991to begin their ministry with
us.

We hosted the Community Thanksgiving Service on Novembet33,. The choir
did a presentation of “America! America!” with 200 ineatdance.

July 4, 1993 a Memorial Service was held and a stone set in ptettee Green Pond
Cemetery for William M. Handcock (1790 — 1856), a private withGeorgia Militia
in the War of 1812. He was the great, great grandfathdame Bridges, and the
great, great, great grandfather of Thomas L. Meeks.isthss were veterans and
service men.

A stone was ordered and set for Abraham T. Willian® werved in the Civil War.
He settled and named Green Pond and was a charter mehtberen Pond Baptist
Church. His son Peter was the second child burieceicgimetery in 1879.

July 7, 1993 we had $199,107.59 in the building fund. It was brought up ginbe
building theNew Sanctuary The committee met and then met with Mitch Lind as
Building Contractor.

November 14, 1993 was theround Breaking Ceremony for a new Sanctuary.
Began construction with around $201,863.76 in the building fund.

Building Committee: Sandra Boyett, Chairman, Sharon Meeks, Thomask$/ee
Charles Grimes, Paul Ruppert and Harry Judy. Building @otatr, Mitch Lind.

Week of May 23, 1994, th8anctuary was completed The church members came
out on two Saturdays to clean both buildings and the proper

May 25, 1994, aramaha Grand Pianowas delivered and given to the church by
Lillian Bridges Davis in memory of her mother and fath&éane and Mitchell
Bridges. This piano is dedicated gdorify God through the music of His people

A plaque was hung in the foyer in memory and honor of begeof the Green Pond
Baptist Church, acknowledging donations made by their lovesl one

The communion table in the foyer was refinished andamas used in the old church
building.

21



May 29, 1994 Dedication of the New Sanctuary The congregation met in the old
Church Building and sang “We’re Marching to Zion”. Thegrohed in a procession
to the new Sanctuary for the Dedication Service. dtar, in their new blue choir
robes, led in the service with a Patriotic renditidrfAmerica”. The Pastor, Jerry
Stokes, began the service with the baptism of two newheaen(Steven Purvis was
the first baptized in new building). This was the fiiste that Green Pond Baptist
Church did not travel to a lake for a baptism. Bro&bliRoberts, Associational
Director of Missions, preached the Dedication message Ephesians 3:14-21.

At the conclusion of the Dedication Service, everyaadked to the cemetery for a
Memorial Service and setting of tombstone for BenjamyerT who served in the
Confederate States Army. We were privileged to hewmght Confederate re-
enactorswho presented a 21 gun salute.

June 5 - 6, 1994, ourl0d" Homecoming Anniversary began with a fish fry on
Saturday evening with a Blue Grass Gospel Sing. Our Suredelyration began at
10:00 a.m. with singing, recognizing former members and a slieiseptation of
“through the years of the church”.

During the morning worship hour, former pastor Leonard Brarbrought the
message. Recognitions were made of 25 and 50 year meriilherg were over 250
people in attendance and 3 former pastors: Bro. Ledvarmton, Bro. Joe Speight,
and Bro. Quinn Cooper.

Ten years have passed since our™B6mecoming Anniversary. These years have
been a time of rejoicing over the many ways God hasdiless, as well as times of
great sadness for our church.

We rejoiced when our friends and family were savedwvald good to see the waters
of the baptistery stirred and we voiced our “Amens” dauhb.

We were so happy for those young families who had wlaatehild for so long and
God was gracious and blessed them with a baby.

We were also saddened to lose faithful Christian frietaleen from us when the
Lord took them to their heavenly home. It was hard toclwdbved ones suffer
through iliness, but God showed mercy, love and comfoelwie most needed it.

We rejoice in the goodness and faithfulness of God ag&téslus in our service for
Him. We praise Him for all that is past and trust Homall that is to come.

The following does not begin to show how much God hasétess these past 10
years, and we anticipate where God will lead us in thempt years.

October 1994 we no longer gazed out of clear glass windoWwse sanctuary
windows were color stainedor the beautiful effect of stained glass.
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10 Homecoming on June 4, 1995former Pastor John Brown brought the
message. After dinner we had a sing with special musi&reégn Pond folk.

September 1995the central air and heat unit at the parsonage vpéecesl at a cost
of $1,050 by Polk Air.

October 1995 — We had been givilpck Ridge Baptist Missionthree years of
pastorial and financial assistance. They were dointjatehe time, so Green Pond
voted to discontinue assistance.

August 25, 1996, we took a one-time offering to help with Asdmeial Office
Building.

March 2, 1997Pastor Jerry Stokes resignedo accept a church in South Dakota.

103Y Homecoming, June 1, 1997 We had a two hour morning service with
Brother Joe Henry Baugh, Missions Director from LA deling the message. We
did not have afternoon service and began a one week renegting starting on
Sunday night. We were without a pastor but God used thigiaseaf revival and
growth for our church.

September 9, 1997, we had a unanimous vot&ifother Bert Harbison to come
and serve as Interim Pastor. During his interim, we &@weet time of growth and
fellowship.

October 7, 1998, Brother Tom Meeks reported that money rexd dmnated to build
a Fellowship Facility and to refurbish the sanctuary space. However, wdeatka
new well before construction could begin. Bid on weillidg was $5,000.

In November 1998’s business meeting, a committee to $erwee new fellowship
hall construction was elected of Tom Meeks, SharonkBlegex Boyett, Charles
Grimes, Paul Ruppert, Ann DuVall, Curtis Boles, and S@ulett.

Every year during the months of November and Decentimskets of foodare
prepared by the ladies as a missions project. December t4@98y-six Christmas
Shoe boxeswere prepared for the “Samaritan’s Purse” (another anmisgions
project). These were sent to children overseas &r @hristmas. The brotherhood
also have their own projects and helped Wwitththouse Ministries to provide meals
for the needy.

A check for$25,000was presented to the church from Lillian Davis to starour
fellowship hall building program.
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Well-drilling beganJanuary 1999 In February, the brotherhood reported the well
was complete and then took on the next project to pawmarete slab around the
new pump.

April 7, 1999 we had an ice cream social on a Tuesday evenithgawsupper on
Wednesday evening to spend time with prospective paBtother Ed Elliott,
coming from Georgia.

Brother Bert Harbison gave his resignation effective 1A5j 1999.

April 14, 1999 a special meeting was called for a vote tenelxa call to Brother Ed
Elliott as our pastor. Majority voted by secret bbfbr him to come as our pastor.

May 29, 1999 was set for church work day for church grounds anshteenage. A
committee of Ann DuVall, Leon Matthews, Jose Reydsar&n Meeks, and Kim
Chesnut was elected to check on the repairs needed fpartb@nage before our new
pastor and wife came on field.

Many church members volunteered with many hours of cleaant working to
make much needed repairs. We worked on ceilings, took ous, wamoved
paneling, plastered, painted and scrubbed. The inside @sideogot a major make-
over with a lot of helping hands. Ronnie’s Carpets dfelland replaced carpets in
living room, family room and office. Brand new vinyl floavas put in kitchen,
dining and entry hall.

Brother Ed and Caren Elliott came on the fidélohe 19, 1999

August 1999, David DuVall, Curtis Boles and Jack Callahan seovedhe bus

committee to findransportation to bring children to church. David presented to
the church, a van at a cost of $18,255. Brother Harry dodgited $15,000 with the
church paying the balance of $3,255 from the general funds.

Stoney Sadler Brotherhood Director, motioned that the Brotherhoodild/duild a
shed over the pump and a shed for the mower. Expensewaed by the church.

Revival was held October 10 through‘hJABith Brother Elliott speaking and Brother
Shorty Boyett leading the music.

The Community Thanksgiving Service of 1999was held at our church, with our
choir providing music and a meal was served to 275 people,padsided by our
church.

Recommendation made for Mitch Lind to be building caita for our new
fellowship hall, the size of which was to be 42ft x 100ft!

As the year came to a close, we rejoiced in how Gadbfessed our church in so
many ways and we welcomed many new faces to our fellowship.
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A New Year 2000.........
Brotherhood took on the project of putting a chain link feacgund the retention
pond.

The youth sold tickets for tHeweetheart Banquet which was a huge success. Good
food and fun program.

February 2000 — Recommendation by the deacommaiat all buildings white to
match the sanctuary and new fellowship building. Workplagned.

April 2-5, 2000 — Revival and Bible Seminar was held by Brother Idimsey of
Georgia. He taught the study o$tfare Jesus Without Fedar. We were all
convicted that we should boldly share Jesus without fear

Spring of 2000, many men and women were putting in many hourdwfiteer work
for the new building. It was really a team effort.ik® Brooks and his helpers did
“miles” of duct work for the AC/Heating.

During the summer crunch, the church planned for thtees fio be shown: June
“Apocalypse”, July “Revelation”, and August “Tribulatian”

July 2000, $3,000 was allowed to complete phase one renovatiothe old
fellowship hall. During summer and fall, many changesewerade to the old
building for Sunday school space.

Dedication for the New Fellowship Hall was July 30, 200@ith Dr. Chavis from
Jacksonville speaking. Mrs. Lillian Bridges Davis present@ihgue to hang over
the door of Bridges Hall, as she donated funds for thelibgilto the Glory of God
and in honor of her parents, Mitchell and Jane Bridgd®e also spent hours planning
and looking for just the right purchases for the atriunah gellowship hall. We had a
full house and served dinner in our new dining room for itlse time after the ribbon
cutting.

September 2000 — Inside and outside of sanctuary was paintedoloaton given to
church.

It had to have been the hottest day of 2000 when the chadcalabor Day Picnic.
The men suffered the heat and barbecued for us. Maagdatd and enjoyed the
good eating and fellowship. The youth had a great time ipdbtures and fishing in
the lake.
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November 2000, Caren Elliott worked with the choir to pmes® Country
Christmas Concert” for December"17o be in the fellowship hall after Christmas
dinner.

In November, Brother Ed presented a study on Revelati@aven and the"2
coming of Jesus. We even had some day meetings for thmseomld attend. On
the Wednesday night before December 1, 2000, he was preackingaghing about
heaven. Those who attended that night will remember éxeited he was that
evening, describing the beauty of heaven. He said, “Glbcgn’t wait to see heaven
and see Jesus!” Little did we know that was his lastice with us.

On December 1, 2000 a fire was out of contrahnd spread over all the church
grounds. Our Pastor, Ed Elliott at the age of 61, suffareshjor heart attack and
died there in the back yard of the parsonage.

God was so good! Not a building, shed, or even a tire shunged that day. It was
as if God and His angels circled every building and hieéddflames back. The fire
would come to within just a few feet of every building the church property and
then die out. The fire swept across the retentiordpmmd the water evaporated.
Many trees were blackened and lost.

We were saddened at losing our pastor, but rejoiced thatas seeing Jesus and
heaven first-hand. We were so blessed by God through hioile experience.

Brother Ed Elliott’s memorial service was held in theich on December 4, 2000
with songs of praise such as “To God be the Glory’,c&se He Lives”, “It Is

Well”, “Worthy is the Lamb”, and resurrection words spokgnhis son-in-law, John
Darsey.

On December 1% the choir presented “Country Christmas” under thedtiion of
Caren Elliott. The church voted to pay her Brother Es#ifary until we could
determine her needs.

Life goes on...
January 2001 — Church and cemetery bought a new mower and there was an
immediate need for a pulpit committee.

Pulpit committee was chosen to be Tom Meeks, TexeBpyuanita Matthews, Rick
Lewis and Terri Brooks.

Church voted to pay Caren Elliott's moving expense and psstafary through
March plus a gift of love. We had a farewell servioe her on March 4, 2001,
helped her pack so she could move to her home in Cairo, GA

March business meeting for youth, Mike Brooks said heillgvdike to fix up a
basketball and softball field.
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During this interim time, we had several men of God carrgpeak to us. But one in
particular, we were really drawn to and began to love daich his wife. Brother
Claude Walker and his wife Sheilawere both very caring and loving to a hurting
church family. Brother Walker had been filling in for sh@f the two months and we
were led to have a special meeting called on Mar€t@lthe purpose of voting on a
new pastor. Brother Walker was voted in by ballot withogarwhelming majority
vote. The Walkers moved into the parsonage April 6, 2001.

April 2001 — Installectarpet in fellowship hall to help soften the sound factor. This
helped tremendously with the echoes in the room.

Landscaping for the front of the church was being pldrenece the cold killed most
of the plants.

For many years, the church hadLadies Night Out’ around Mother’s Day with the
men cooking and serving. Then around Father’s Day, we woaNe a “Men’s
Night” with women cooking and serving. This was anotheagoutreach program
with wonderful fellowship for both events.

Summer 2001, Vacation Bible Schoolwas well attended with over 100 in
attendance nightly.

Paving and sidewalkswere done by Mid-State Paving as a gift to the churam fro
Lillian Davis. We had a big work day at completion arehped sod and plants.

Beginning with August 5, 2001 waispensed with Church Training and Brother
Walker started an in depth Bible study in the book olipthans.

We purchased an ice maker and checked on a new sound systerhandmark
Systems. Purchased materials to make two Christanasebs. Bought a golf cart to
help with detail yard work around the church.

Brother Jay Dennis from Lakeland First Baptist did Jabdez Bible Study, a
blessing for all who attended.

Purchased lawn equipment to maintain close-up work ofatingscaping around the
church.

The men held theifirst Wild Game Dinner January 25, 2002 It was a great
success and has become an annual event.

Another great VBS was held with much enthusiasm. Thielren had lots of fun

with “Pennies for Missions to see who could bring in the most. They raised $1,300
and the girls versus boys challenge was pretty cloai&d
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July 2002 much discussion abormodeling the kitchen We purchased and
installed new appliances, upgraded to commercial refrigeréeezer, ice maker,
stove and dishwasher in stainless steel. The brothdrbpent most of the summer
on this project in addition to rearranging and remodelhggriursery and children’s
church space.

August 2002Theresa Sappwas elected part-time secretary putting in 10-15 hours
per week.

September meeting the nominating committee proposed gtsm members from
all committees and to change the Fellowship Committeéldstess Teamsand
change the Financial tBudget Committee Plans were made to repair the old
building.

The Community Thanksgiving Service was again hosted by louck with around

250 attending. We also had a joint community choir togmtea patriotic musical
under the direction of Polk City First Baptist Choir &tor. We had a traditional
Thanksgiving meal and it seemed that evening we were fpdian5,000 as people
just kept coming through the line!

We brought in another year — 2003 The Lord has blessed us again with new faces
in our congregation and we’ve seen many additions by satvatid by letter.

Wild Game Dinner was held on January 26vith over 300 present and 10 decisions
for Christ.

Brother Chris Sadler came as Youth Pastoon March 9, 2003.

Brotherhood built a shed for the new grill and paid dapplies out of their funds.
The church also purchased a water filtering system.

Ladies Night of Joy was a wonderful time of fellowsim the Lord.

July 23, 2003 Missionary Chris Fincher frovdord of Life Ministries came to
discuss the program to be used with our youth beginning pte®der. So, in
September we started tiieuth in Wednesday night Bible clubswith Word of Life

materials.

During the September business meeting, the timing of bssimeetings changed
from monthly to quarterly, to be held in December, Madcime and September.

Wild Game Dinner held in February 2004was a huge success with over 500 men
and 30 decisions made for the Lord.

There is a need for a bus to bring children and youtWednesday night Bible clubs.
Johnnie Ray and Kim Lewis are looking ints@ool bus to purchase
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May 1, 2004 we hadladies Night at the church with the men cooking and serving
steak dinner to about 230 ladies and young girideritage of Faith” was the overall
theme for the evening with special music featuring our owthers, daughters, and
cousins. Claudia Hood of Kathleen Baptist Church broaghhspirational message.

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?

We rejoice in the rich history of Green Pond Baptisu€h and all of those who
have served and labored for the Lord for the past 11& yedteep a church in this
community. As runners in a race one generation has pdssdaton to the next and
to the next and we today carry the torch for Jesushukch of the Lord Jesus Christ
that was begun in the #@entury now burns brightly for Him in the 2&entury. Our
community continues to grow with new homes being staittedsh every week. Not
only has our community grown but our church has grown ak Weé¢ church has
been through several building programs and we face animthbe future. We can
never go back to the way it was but we can go on to Wieat wants it to be. It is
truly exciting to see people receive Jesus Christ as Sawiblearn to walk with Him.
In the past three years new ministries have begun. Ve & vibrant youth ministry
with children and teens learning God’s word and lives are beliragnged. Other
means of reaching our community through special events legre many come to
Christ as well as be encouraged to live for Jesusl virate to the church at Corinth
in his first letter and said;l have planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the
increase.” | Cor. 3:6.Many have sown seeds in years and days past that ihagyie
a harvest in these present days. Many prayers have bagedpand answers are
being realized. We will continue to sow the seed of G&dtad and pray for the
Lord to send laborers into the harvest. May God help wotas the words of an old
familiar hymn... We’ll work till Jesus comesGod help us be faithful to the task and
committed to getting the gospel to every one...reaching our woddsoul at a time.

Claude Walker

Pastor 2001-

Special thankso all who provided so much of the historical community life of
Green Pond. The Homecoming Committee felt it was important terpeeas much

of the early history of one of the oldest communities in Polk Counpossble.
We've tried to include general information over the past 100 years, ini@udd
highlights of the past 10 years. Our appreciation goes to all who helped ®tmak

a very special day!
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PASTORS

R.T. Caddin 1902 R.T. Barrett 1956
J.T. Pittman 1904 E.D. Foster 1957
*J.B. Rushing 1907 William H. Bledsoe 1958
W.D. Levy 1911 Eugene Schultz 1960
C.C. Hancock 1913 Joe Speight 1962
Bro. Sutton ?27?7?7? *Leonard S. Townsei864
*E.E. Taylor 1920 T.E. Ellerbee 1969
Bro. Parrish 1920 Quinn Cooper 1970
Will Cooper 1921 George C. Voyles 1972
Calvert 1922 Herbert Combee 1975
W.E. Cooper 1925 E.L. Kirkland 1977
H.G. Devane 1926 Felton Osteen 1979
Frank Farris 1929 John W. Brown, Jr. 1979
W.E. Cooper 1930 *Rodney P. Scott 1986
*Felton Osteen | 1934 Leonard Branton 1988
C.F. Williams 1942 Marshall Mines 1991
Morgan Hughes| 1946 Jerry Stokes 1991
Roy Bryant 1948 Bert Harbison 1997
Moree Taylor 1948 Lindsey E. Elliott 1999
Morgan Hughes| 1950 Claude A. Walker, Jr. 2001
*James Ellis 1950

* Ordained by Green Pond Baptist Church.
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CHURCH CLERKS WHO HAVE SERVED

Mary Moore 1902
J.M. Lanier 1902
T.E. Meeks 1913,1920, 1925, 1929, 1934-35, 1944
S.D. Stidham 1929
Lonnie Combee 1946
J.A. Adams 1948
Lester Roberts 1949
Melvin Hughes 1950
Katherine Timmerman 1950
Lester Roberts 1951
S.E. Hughes 1955
Tom Meeks 1957
Helen Judy Combee 1960
Elsie Combee 1962
Anzel Wilson 1978
Freida Combee Judy 1981
Gloria Timmerman 1983
Anzel Wilson 1984

Freida Combee Hull 1990
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John Bro@/@/79 — 5/24/86
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Brother Chris Sadler — Youth Minister
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Building and Dedication of Bridges Hall July 30, 2000.
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